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pancake and sausage breakfasts in an annual
fundraising effort. Congregations of all de-
nominations and organizations participated in
raising funds this year for the Emergency
Housing Coalition and the Hunger Coalition.

The factors that contribute to homelessness,
such as joblessness, financial distress, chemi-
cal dependency, mental illness, and domestic
violence are immensely complicated. Con-
cerns about providing adequate health care
and education for those in need weigh heavily
on the minds of many. While these problems
will not be solved quickly or easily, The Day
of Caring highlights that a ground-swell of con-
cern by our communities really can make a
difference. The dream of the first Day of Car-
ing Committee was to bring communities to-
gether under the common thread of caring and
giving of time, talent, and support. It is cer-
tainly realized every year on the last Sunday
in February in the Miami Valley. I would be
wonderful if other communities might also fol-
low the Miami Valley’s lead and participate in
their own local activities next year on the Day
of Caring.
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Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the invaluable contributions of Mrs.
Melva Bucksbaum. Mrs. Bucksbaum has dis-
tinguished herself as a strong supporter of the
arts and through her numerous accomplish-
ments has earned the honor of being recog-
nized at the Jewish Museum’s ‘‘Festa do
Brazil’’, a masked ball in celebration of Purim.

Melva has promoted art throughout the
United States and Israel, with a particular
dedication to contemporary art and artists. Her
generosity toward The Jewish Museum’s Leg-
acy Campaigns helped make possible the Mu-
seum’s expansion and renovation, as well as
the creation of a vital endowment fund.

In addition to sitting on the Boards of the
Jewish Museum and the Des Moines Art Cen-
ter, Mrs. Bucksbaum serves with a number of
other distinguished institutions: the Graduate
School of Design, Harvard University; the
International Committee of the Tate Museum,
London; the Whitney Museum; American
Friends of Israel Museum; Save Venice; the
Independent Curator’s Association; the Ken-
nedy Center’s National Committee for the Per-
forming Arts and the International Council of
the Museum of Modern Art. Since 1995, Mrs.
Bucksbaum has actively managed the Martin
Bucksbaum Family Foundation, which is listed
as one of the founders of the United States
Holocaust Museum.

Mr. Speaker, on March 4, Melva will be rec-
ognized by the Jewish Museum for her years
of community service as this year’s Purim Ball
honoree. It is an honor and a pleasure for me
to join the Museum in honoring Melva
Bucksbaum on this very special occasion.
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Mr. SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
each fall, scores of people travel to the high
country to witness the changing colors of
Colorado’s aspen trees. The changing leaves
symbolize our state’s diverse, scenic environ-
ment as well as its thriving economy. Sadly, a
recent study by the Club 20 Research Foun-
dation concludes that Colorado’s aspen are at
a risk due to years of mismanagement by the
federal government.

Club 20 was founded in 1953 by various in-
dividuals, counties, communities, businesses
and associations in Western Colorado. This
grass roots organization follows a broad range
of issues and provides a valuable forum for
considering the many complex and controver-
sial issues facing our state. Club 20 exempli-
fies local involvement aimed at providing edu-
cational, environmental and economic benefits
to our state. I applaud their efforts and their
research and commend my colleagues to con-
sider Club 20’s findings.

James Hubbard, Colorado’s State Forester,
warns that if the Forest Service continues to
manage as they do presently, most of Colo-
rado’s aspen trees will disappear within the
next forty to fifty years. According to the For-
est Service, the average age of aspen in
Western Colorado is between 90 and 110
years, well beyond the point at which they ma-
ture and begin to deteriorate. Unless the For-
est Service adopts an aggressive manage-
ment regime designed to restore the health of
Colorado’s aspen trees, our aspen stands will
be lost due to disease, insect infestation and
decay.

Congress directed the Forest Service to
manage forest lands for multiple use and sus-
tained yields. Today, Forest Service practices
show a disturbing trend towards a lack of ac-
tive management. Unfortunately, those prac-
tices seem to be driven not by what is best for
the forest, but by what group protests the
loudest. That dynamic thwarts good policy and
prohibits resource management.

The federal government, which controls
more than 70% of the land on Colorado’s
Western Slope, has neglected to manage for
the health of our forests. Their neglect is un-
forgivable given the consensus among for-
esters that, without active management, aspen
trees die off and fail to regenerate.

The Forest Service and the Department of
Interior advocate drastic increases in the use
of prescribed burns as a management tool.
While some advocate prescribed burns as a
‘‘natural’’ alternative to timber management,
even proponents concede that prescribed
burns fail to regenerate aspen stands, which
do not burn easily. Moreover, prescribed burns
have serious detrimental effects on air and
water quality.

Selective timber harvesting provides an ef-
fective alternative to prescribed burns. Small,
patch-work timber cuts facilitate the regenera-
tion of aspen stands, provide economic bene-
fits to the state, and enhance wildlife habitat
without detrimental effects on air and water
quality. Selective cuts of less than 40 acres
allow for the regeneration of aspen trees with-

out replanting. Responsible, well-planned cuts
diversify forest ecosystems while leaving many
large, standing aspens, and providing valuable
habitat for wildlife, including many threatened
and endangered species.

Timber management requires access to
stands in need of regeneration. Unfortunately,
the Clinton Administration advocates a ‘‘no ac-
cess’’ policy to a large portion of our public
lands. Well over 34 million acres of our public
lands could be off-limits to access for recre-
ation and management under the Administra-
tion’s proposed forest transportation policy.
That decline is particularly disturbing in light of
the Clinton Administration’s plans to sever a
vital link between local communities and their
forests by discontinuing timber-based reve-
nues for schools and roads in favor of a for-
mula developed by the federal government.

There are more aspen trees in Colorado
than any other state. Aspen are symbolic of
the changing seasons in a state that prides
itself on a strong economy, a good quality of
life, and an appreciation for the out-of-doors.
National forests in Colorado account for not
only the production of timber but for a large
part of the state’s economic benefit from
recreation and tourism.

The Forest Service’s de facto policy of re-
ducing harvests, increasing the risk of cata-
strophic wildfires, and deteriorating forest
health is unacceptable. It is time for the Forest
Service to manage the forests as Congress di-
rected it to for multiple use and sustained
yields. Such a policy is best for the health of
our forests and for the vitality of our state.

Mr. Speaker, I am working closely with my
colleagues on the House Resources Commit-
tee and the Subcommittee on Forests and
Forests Health to ensure that the Forest Serv-
ice and the Administration hear Colorado’s
message loud and clear. On February 25th,
the subcommittee conducted oversight hear-
ings on the Administration’s roadless area
moratorium. There, we considered testimony
from county commissioners, forestry experts
and Forest Service officials on the issue of ac-
cess to public lands. On March 26th, we will
hold another hearing before the House Re-
sources, Budget and Appropriations Commit-
tees into the operations, budgeting and man-
agement of the Forest Service. There, with my
colleagues, I hope to examine better manage-
ment alternatives and push for positive
change. Proper management of our national
forests can provide habitat for wildlife as well
as recreational and economic resources for
America.
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
last year in my Congressional Office in Bridge-
water, Massachusetts, I met with an eloquent
and dedicated patriot, Lynn Exe, who de-
scribed to me her disappointment at the way
in which the Fleet Reserve Association dealt
with her insurance situation. At her request, I
am entering into the RECORD her description
of her objection, and her invitation to the FRA
to respond. I do so as Mrs. Exe’s Representa-
tive in the House, who believes that she as a
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citizen deserves the right to be heard. The
First Amendment to the Constitution, to which
we all pay homage, singles out a few basic
rights for particular emphasis, and one of
those is the right to petition for the redress of
grievances. Mrs. Exe chooses to do so, and
as her Representative in Congress, I am
pleased to be able to do my constitutional duty
and insert her petition at this point in the
RECORD.

Bridgewater Mass., January 21, 1998.
CONGRESSMAN BARNEY FRANK,

DEAR SIR, My husband, John B. Exe,
United States navy, retired, served his coun-
try with honor and dedication and retired
after 20 years service. During my husband
service he took out the FRA insurance plan.
He was told by the navy that should he pay
high premiums in the event of his death his
widow would not have to pay any further in-
surance premiums.

My husband had great love for his country
and the navy. Therefore he believed that his
country would honor the pledge they made
to him and other service men.

Shortly after my husband’s death I re-
ceived my first insurance premium, due and
payable. Upon making enquiries I was told
the funding had run out. Later I was told by
a representative of FRA that the navy had
told them to stop paying widows and to put
funding into HMO’s. This is a lie still being
told our service men and retirees. In other
words our service men do not deserve the
truth. Once again this country has broken
faith.

Should this happen in Bosnia, Iraq, Mongo-
lia the United States would call this geno-
cide. I call what the United States has done
genocide against widows of service men in
the United States.

A US judge ruled that retirees can sue the
government for breaking the promise of free
lifetime health care.

Now as usual the navy has once again
proved inept with the closure of military
bases dependents now have to go to an out-
side pharmacautical CO. Which has not been
organized completely a dependent obtaining
meds through mail order often have to wait
two to three weeks. God help our heart pa-
tients. Also, after submitting prescriptions
which are being returned due to changes
which are not notified of this causes another
wait for the patient. It would appear the
navy had knowledge and plenty of time to
organize instead of which they appear to cre-
ate confusion and more disorganization.

Does anyone really care my words are just
a whisper, but I am sure they will eventually
become a loud roar. And many more people
will become aware of tactics which the gov-
ernment and Untied States Navy have done
their best to keep secret.

The genocide to our retirees and their fam-
ilies must STOP!!!

The buck stops here gentlemen. It is now
YOUR responsibility. I will be very surprised
but very interested to obtain a response.

I am 73 years of age. I would like to see
changes in what time I have left.

LYNNE EXE.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the Point
Reyes National Seashore Farmland Protection
Act, H.R. 1995, is a unique solution to a grow-

ing problem in our country—How do we pro-
tect disappearing farmland while simulta-
neously protecting our natural resources?

Keeping local farms in agriculture is abso-
lutely essential to local economies across the
country, and California’s Sixth Congressional
District is a prime example. Approximately,
167,000 acres—half of Marin County’s total
land—are farms or ranches. In Sonoma Coun-
ty, 40 percent of the 1.2 million acres of land
is agriculture. The majority of this farmland is
divided into small third and fourth generation
family-owned operations. Of the 285 agricul-
tural operations currently in Marin County, 78
are considered large farms (annual gross in-
come of $100,000 or more), and 207 are con-
sidered small or mini-farms. The average farm
size is 588 acres.

By authorizing the purchase of agricultural
conservation easements, H.R. 1995 allows
willing landowners to receive compensation for
keeping their farms in agriculture. At the same
time, the lands remain on the tax rolls, and
private property rights are protected. The ma-
jority of local landowners support this bill—in-
cluding Joe and Doris Mendoza.

POINT REYES STATION, CA,
November 7, 1997.

Hon. JAMES HANSEN,
Subcommittee on National Parks and Public

Lands,
U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. HANSEN: We are writing in sup-
port of Lynn Woolsey’s legislation H.R. 1995,
the Point Reyes National Seashore Farm-
land Protection Act. We operate a 500-cow
dairy on the ‘‘Historic B Ranch’’ located on
the Point Reyes peninsula which became
part of the Point Reyes National Seashore
when it was authorized in 1962. We have en-
joyed a favorable tenant/landlord relation-
ship with the National Park Service for over
25 years, and have operated a viable business
partnership with our son during that period.

We reinvested our proceeds from the sale of
the ‘‘B’’ Ranch in 2,300 acres of land on the
east side of Tomales Bay. This property lies
within the boundary of the Farmland Protec-
tion Act. Lynn Woolsey has worked very
diligently to write this legislation in a man-
ner to address the concerns of the agricul-
tural land owners while protecting the inter-
ests of the people of the United States and
their investment in the lands of the Park.

We feel that this innovative concept pro-
tects the land from development for the ben-
efit of the park while providing for agri-
culture’s need of a ‘‘critical mass’’. It leaves
the land in private ownership and on the
local tax rolls. Win! Win! We also greatly
support the principle of using a local land
trust to administer this arrangement.

Please enter our support of H.R. 1995.
Sincerely,

J.H. MENDOZA, SR.
DORIS S. MENDOZA.
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased

to rise today to praise our colleagues in the
Senate for successfully overriding the veto of
H.R. 2631, which will restore all 38 Military
Construction projects canceled by the Presi-
dent late last year.

As Chairman of the Appropriations Sub-
committee on Military Construction, I have vis-
ited U.S. bases at home and around the world
and I have been shocked at the deplorable
working and living conditions we are asking
our soldiers and their families to endure. The
Military Construction Bill funds family housing
as well as construction of troop barracks, hos-
pital and medical facilities, schools and child-
care centers for military personnel and their
families stationed here and abroad.

Mr. Speaker, the fact is, we did our home-
work and crafted a responsible bill. Every
project in this bill meets a validated military re-
quirement and every project is executable this
fiscal year. The bill we sent to the President
was $610 million less than last year’s bill and
almost $2 billion less than the level just two
years ago. That is hardly wasteful spending.

I have long supported the line-item veto au-
thority and Congress’ responsibility to correct
the President’s mistakes when he makes
them. Within two days of vetoing 38 items on
the Military Construction Bill, the Administra-
tion admitted it made mistakes on two can-
cellations. Hours later, that number was up to
eleven and then eighteen. The line-item veto
is a powerful tool and Congress must ensure
that this new authority is held to the highest
possible standard.

The line-item veto can be a useful tool if it
is used fairly, carefully and responsibly. Mr.
Speaker, we sent a strong message yesterday
that Congress will accept nothing less.
f
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Nancy Lee Hinds, the
founder of Hinds’ Hospice Home Foundation
in Fresno, for being recognized with the Social
Action Award. Nancy Lee Hinds has dedicated
her life to the dying and their families, and is
very deserving of this honor.

The award for Social Action is named annu-
ally by Temple Beth Israel for works on the di-
ocesan and community levels. The award rec-
ognizes the long practice of Christian virtues.
Nancy Lee Hinds was chosen for this award
based on both her current work and her instru-
mental efforts to have hospices recognized
throughout the state.

Nancy Hinds’ Hospice Foundation is a non-
profit organization that provides care for those
who have life limiting illnesses and no further
medical treatment available. Hinds’ Hospice
Foundation has cared for patients that range
in age from 3 months to 103 years. The Hos-
pice Foundation also provides outpatient care
that involves volunteers caring for patients in
their own homes. Outpatient volunteers also
perform such duties as yard work, grocery
shopping, and haircutting.

Nancy Lee Hinds was born and educated in
Cleveland, Ohio. There she received a Bach-
elor of Science degree in nursing. In 1970,
she married Godfrey Hinds, a missionary doc-
tor in Ireland. In 1977, her husband died of
cancer in Northern Ireland. Following the
death of her husband, Nancy opened her
arms and doors to the dying and has been
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